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The Bulgarian State at the End of the Tenth Century Spercheios

YnpaBneHueto Ha uap Camymn (997-1014) cbBnaaa € U3KAOYMTENEH MOMEHT OT UCTOPMUATA Ha
cpepHoBeKOBHA EBpona — CNOXHOTO BpemMe OKO0JIO KpasA Ha MbPBOTO XPUCTUAHCKO xunagonetune. To e
6enn3aHo oT 6ypeH 06LIeCTBEH KUMEX U AbIBOKN COLMANHO-MKOHOMUYECKM U AYXOBHU TPaHCcopmaumu,
CbNPOBOAEHM OT aNOKanMNTUYHa HEPBHOCT B OYaKBaHe Ha BTOpOTO npuwecTemne npes 1000 WU 1033 T.
ToBa e Bpeme Ha CTpax MU OT4YasaHWEe, HO U HA OrPOMEH MPUIUB Ha Cb3MAaTeNHa eHeprus, Xaxaa 3a
nencTBne n 06HoBa. XmnsaHaTta rogmHa e cBbp3aHa ¢ eAnH ocobeH aKT ¢ AbAroTpanHU nocneauum 3a
bankaHCKMA NONyoCTPOB. 3a NbPBU NbT Cnej Kpasa Ha AHTUYHOCTTA rpaHuMuaTa Ha BU3aHTUNCKUA 3anag
ce Bb3CTaHoBABA no p. [lyHas. 3a Bu3aHTua ToBa noctaBA Ha4yanoTo Ha HAN-rONAMOTO TEPUTOPUAJTHO
pasllMpeHune Ha umnepuaTa Ha bankaHute noa eMb6nemMaTMYHOTO 33 MOTbLLECTBOTO HAa BU3aHTUIMCKATa
CpeAHOBEKOBHA AbpiaBa ynpaBfieHWe Ha eAuH U3Kw4yuTeneH Bacunesc — Bacunui Il (976-1025).
HeroBoTo MMe, KaKTo NO/ACKa3Ba 1 NPo3BULLETO My Bbarapoybuetl, e TparMyHo 1 HEPA3pPUBHO CBbP3aHO
CbC 3a/1e3a Ha [bpBOTO 6GBArAPCKO LAPCTBO.

3a bbnarapua ycnelwHata BU3aHTUIACKA peKOHKUcTa no JonHua [lyHaB oT 1000—1001 I. benexu
NOBTOPHOTO M OKOHYATeNHO 3aBnaasBaHe Ha 3emuTe, KbAeTo ce (Gopmumpa BAACTOBOTO AAPO Ha
paHHOCpeAHOBEKOBHATa 6bnrapcka abpxkasa mexay VIl u X B. 3a bbnrapva BpeMeTo OKOO 1000 T.
He e BbOoOpa)kaem Kpai Ha cBeTa, OYaKBaH OT €CXaTONIOFMYECKN YYBCTBUTENHUTE XOpa, XWUBENU B
KpasA Ha MbpPBOTO XPUCTUAHCKO Xunagonertue, a peaseH Kpam Ha TPUBEKOBHO MOJIMTUYECKO CTAaTYKBO,
KOWTO HacTbnBa npes 1018 I. cnej u3towmTenHa n KpbBONPOJIMTHA NOIOBUHBEKOBHA BOEHHA CXBaTKa C
BusaHTua.

Bbnpeku AByKpaTHaTa3aryba Ha bnectawma npectoneH Beankn Mpecnas M U3TOYHUTE TEPUTOPUN
(npe3 971 1 1000 T.), 6BATAPCKUAT AbPKABEH OpPraHM3bm NPOAbLAXKABA Aa (PYHKUMOHMPA C HOBM
LEeHTPOBe B CBOOOAHMTE 3anagHN 3eMKN, KOUTO CcTaBaT 6a3a Ha 6barapckara cbnpoTuBa. B LeHTbpa Ha
ApamMaTnyHaTta 6bnrapo-BM3aHTUINCKA enones oT Kpas Ha X M HayanoTo Ha XI B. ce OTKposiBa BennMyaBata
urypa Ha HarM-mnagma ot YeTmpumaTa CMHOBE Ha ,,BenemolHma Komut* Hukona — Camyun, nonyyun
bbNrapckata KoOpoHa cnef cMbpTTa Ha uap Pomad (997 r.), nocneaHuAT NpsK NOTOMbK Ha KpymoBata
auMHactua. Makap v npomeHnuea, TeputopmuAaTa Ha bbarapcKkoTo LApCTBO B TO3M Nepuog e faney no-
obwunpHaoTreorpacdckartaobnact MakenoHus (Bx. kapTta). OCBeH HOBUTE CTONULM U LLAPCKU pe3naeHL N
Ckonue, Oxpua, MNpecna, butona u 1.H., B Herosute rpaHuum Bnnsat n Copuincko, KakTo U 3eMu aganey
Ha ceBep Kbm benrpaa, bpaHuyeso, Buamu n Cpemcka Mutposuua. Ha 3anag 6bnrapckaTa Bnacrt ce
npocTupa Ao Aapuatuka v cTpartermnyecku saxkHua [lypbc, Ha tor goctura o Tecanma ¢ gomoresaHus
nopu Kbm lNenonoHec, AOKATO HA U3TOK BPEMEHHO Ce Bb3CTaHOBABAT CTapuTe Teputopumn B [lobpyaxa,
JlynoropueTo v oTBbAAYHABCKUTE BnageHuA. {u3HeHOCTTa Ha bbarapcKoTo LapcTBo B Te3M feceTuneTus
Ha ronemm M3NUTaHMA ce AbKKN 6e3cNopHO Ha U3rpaaeHuTe 34paBu AbPHKABHUYECKM TPAAULUM B TE3MN
3emu. bbarapckaTa agbpKaBa NpoAbaKaBa fa ce ynpaBnsBa oT ,,CblOTO LLAPCKO KonaHo (Bbreapcku
anokpuceH nemonuc) ¢ NOMOLITA HA CbuUiaTa cneuuduyHa MHCTUTYUMOHanNHa cuctema (KaBKaH,
nunpry-6oun, KOMUTU, ynpaBuUTENN HA KpenocTu 1 np.). lyxoBHaTa BNacT e 0nLLeTBOPSAABAHA OT CbLLATA
bbArapcka natpuapLlunsa Hayeno ¢ NbpBuA 6bArapcky naTpuapx JamsH, KONTo cnep 971 r. CbLLO MECTU
CefanuniLeTo cu B cBoO6ogHMTE 3anaaHu 3emMu. B Te31 panoHn CTpyKTypute Ha 6barapckarta Abpasa,
ochopmeHu B npeawecteawuTe IXn X B., cagobpe 3anaseHn. IMeHHO Te ocurypsBat NpUeMCcTBeHOCTTa B
ynpaBneHNEeTOo Ha CTpaHaTa U 3aeflHO CbC 3HaYUTENHUA 6bArapcku aemorpacCcKm NOTeHUMAN Tam cTaBaTt
U3TOYHMK HA U3KNIOYUTENTHUTE MO CBOATA XWU3HEHOCT CbMPOTUBUTENHU CUAN HA MbPBOTO 6BbArApCKO
LapcTBo. Taka TO OKOJIO NOJIOBMH CTOJIeTUe U3A4bPXa Ha pasopsABalmA PUTbM Ha HenpeKbCHaTa
BOMHA 3a oLensBaHe B CbAOOHOCEH CONBCHK C MOrbluaTa umnepus. [lpamatuaMbT Ha Ta3u enoxa ce
BbNAbluaBa OT BenuMyaBata v TparmyHa urypa Ha eauH BeNUK BOUH, AbpXKaBHUK U YoBeK — Camyun,
,»KOUTO ynpaBnsaBan 6bArapcKoTo njeme, HEHaAMMUHAT NO CHJIa U HEHAAMMHAT No xpabpoct (Kumue
Ha c8. Hukon MemaHoume); BnageTenaT, KOUTO AOCTOMHO NpeBeXaa AbpKaBaTa nNpes3 eAHa OT Hall-
NPOABb/IKUTENIHUTE BOMHMW B CpefHOoBeKOoBHa EBpona.

To4yHO npeau eagHo xunagoneTtue, Ha 6 OKTOMBPU 1014 I., CbPLETO HA TO3N eHepruyeH snagerten
U CYpOB BOWH, KOMTO YeTUPU AeceTUNeTns BOAM TUTAHMYHA OUTKA 3a CbXpaHsBaHe HAa ObArapckarta
Nbp}aBa, 3aBUHarn cnupa aa 6ue. Cbpueto Ha XxNagHOKPBbBHMA Lap CaMmyun, KOMTo He ce NoKonebaea
B MUMETO Ha [AbpXaBHWUTe MHTEpecu Aa fnoeme BbPXY MiewmTe CU HaN-TEXKUA YOBELIKU rpAx —
bpaToybuiicTBOTO, KaTO 3aN0BAABA €K3EKYLMATA Ha LANOTO CEMENCTBO HA No-ronemus cu 6pat AapoH
(3anoao03psH B U3MsAHA), He M3AbPKA HA CMa3BaLlATa [Mefika Ha TbhXHaTa BbPBOAMLA OT OC/IeNeHnUTe My
BOMHMUM cnep pasrpoma um npu c. Kntoy (knucypata Knuamon).

Ta3n n3noxba e n3pas Ha NPEeKNOHEHNETO HA CbBpeMeHHa bbarapus npeg nameTTa Ha BeNIUKKA
BNajeTen oTnpeamn 1000 rognHM.

The reign of Tsar Samuel (997-1014) coincides with an extraordinary moment in the history
of medieval Europe — the complex period at the turn of the first Christian millennium. This period is
characterised by deep socio-economic and spiritual transformations, accompanied by apocalyptic
anxiety in expectation of the Second Coming in either 1000 or 1033. This is a time of fear and de-
spair, but also of considerable surge of creative energy, thirst for action and innovation. The year
1000 is marked by a specific event with long-term consequences for the Balkan Peninsula. For the
first time since the end of Antiquity, the border of the Byzantine West is restored along the Danube
River. For Byzantium, this initiates the largest territorial expansion of the Empire on the Balkans
under Basil Il (976-1025), a remarkable emperor whose reign is emblematic of the dominance of
the Byzantine medieval state. His name, as suggested by the sobriquet “the Bulgar-slayer,” is in-
extricably linked to the fall of the First Bulgarian Kingdom.

The successful Byzantine re-conquest of the Lower Danube in 1000-1001 results in the sec-
ond and final annexation of the Bulgarian power core in the Early Middle Ages. For Bulgaria, the
period c. 1000 is not an imaginary end of the world, as expected by the eschatologically sensitive
people who lived at the end of the first millennium. Rather, it sets an end to the three century-long
political status quo that is broken in 1018 after fifty years of an exhausting and a bloody combat
with Byzantium.

Despite losing its unique capital of Great Preslav and its eastern territories twice (first in
971 and again in 1000), the Bulgarian state structures continue to function with the establishment
of new centres in the free western territories, which become the base for Bulgarian resistance. In
the core of this dramatic Bulgaro-Byzantine epic from the late tenth and early eleventh centuries,
stands out the grand figure of Samuel, the youngest of komes (count) Nicholas’ four sons. He re-
ceives the Bulgarian crown in 997, after the death of Tsar Romanos, the last direct successor of
the dynasty of Khan Krum. Although constantly changing, the territory of the Bulgarian kingdom
during this period extends far beyond the geographical area of Macedonia (see map). Apart from
the new capitals and royal residences Skopje, Ohrid, Prespa, Bitola, and others, its borders also
encompass the region of Sofia, as well as lands far north towards Belgrade, Branicevo, Vidin, and
Sremska Mitrovica. Westward, Bulgarian control extends to the Adriatic Sea and the strategically
important Durrés, southward to Thessaly with claims to the Peloponnese, while eastward it recov-
ers the old territories of Dobrudja, the Ludogorie, and the Trans-Danubian domains.

Thevitality of the Bulgarian kingdom in these difficult decades is preserved due to the strong
statist tradition established in the previous centuries in these areas. The Bulgarian state continues
to be governed by the “same royal knee” (Bulgarian apocryphal chronicle) using the same specific
institutional system (kavkhan, ichirgu-boil, komes, administrators of fortresses, etc.). Spiritual
authority is embodied by the same Bulgarian Patriarchate headed by the first Bulgarian Patriarch
Damian, who after 971 moves his headquarters to the freed western territories. In those regions,
the structures of the Bulgarian state formed in the preceding two centuries are well preserved. It
is those regions that ensure the continuity of the government in the country and together with the
considerable Bulgarian demographic potential become the source of the exceptionally vigorous re-
sistance forces of the First Bulgarian Kingdom. Consequently, this state withstands for nearly half
a century the devastating rhythm of constant war for survival experienced in the fateful collision
with the powerful Empire. The drama of this period is embodied by the grand and tragic figure of
one great warrior, statesman and a human being: Samuel, “who ruled the Bulgarian tribe, invin-
cible in power and unsurpassable in bravery” (Life of St. Nikon the Metanoeite); the ruler who car-
ried the state with dignity through one of the longest-lasting wars in Medieval Europe.

On October 6th, 1014, exactly a millennium ago, the heart of this energetic ruler and tough
warrior, who led a titanic battle for the survival of Bulgaria, ceases to beat forever. The heart of the
cold-blooded Tsar Samuel, who in the name of the state’s interests did not hesitate to commit the
worst of human sins — fratricide — by ordering the execution of the entire family of his elder brother
Aaron (accused of treason), could not withstand the outrageous sight of the sad procession of his
soldiers blinded after their defeat in the battle near Klyuch (the Gorge of Kleidion).

This exhibition is an expression of the reverence modern Bulgaria has for the memory of the
great ruler from a thousand years ago.
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“The Rus’ Captivity”
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: "peB3eMaHETO Ha Benuku HpecnaB OT Umnepatop |7|08H Humuncxu npes 971r.
" Muruamiopa om Madpudckus npenuc Ha ,,Micmopuyecku c80d* Ha Moan Ckunuua, Xl 8. (=xpoHukama Ha Ckuauya) .
A : 1661, MicnaHcka HayuoHanHa 6ubauomeka (no gomomunHo uzdaHue, AmuHa 2000)
: The Conquest of Great Preslav by Emperor John Tzimiskes in 971.
Miniature from the Madrid Copy of Synopsis Historiarum of John Skylitzes, 12th Century (=the Madrid Skylitzes), f. 166r,
1 e Spanish National Library (facsimile edition, Athens 2000)
~
o
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Pa3zopsaBaHeTo Ha bbarapus otT BOMCKUTE Ha KUEBCKUA KHA3 CBeToCnaB B nepuoga 968-971 r.

MuHuamwopa om cpedHobbn2apckus npesod Ha MaHacuesama xpoHuka (1335—-1340), /1. 1781, Bamukarcka Anocmosuyecka
bubnuomeka (no pomomunHo usdaHue, AmuHa 200y)

Devastation of Bulgaria by the Armies of Kniaz Svyatoslav of Kiev between 968 and 971.

Miniature from the Middle Bulgarian Translation of the Chronicle of Constantine Manasses (1335-1340), f. 178r, Vatican
Apostolic Library (facsimile edition, Athens 2007)

Cpelua Ha KHA3 CBeTOCNaB ¢ BU3aHTUNCKUA umnepatop NoaH
Liumucxu Ha 6pera Ha [lyHaBa.

KapmuHa cb30adeHa okono 1880 2. om Knasdulii Bacunvesuy Jlebedes.

Kniaz Svjatoslav Meets the Byzantine Emperor John Tzimiskes

on the Banks of the Danube.
Painting c. 1880 by Claudius Vasilyevich Lebedev.

MuHuaTiopa B ABa perucrbpa: rope — rpaa ipbcrop (Cunucrpa) B nneH Ha KHA3 CBeTOCNaB;
AONY — BU3aHTUICKaTa apMuA Hauyeno ¢ umnepartop Moan Lumucxu Hanaga ApbCrbp.

CpedHobbizapcku npesod Ha MaHacuesamaxpoHuka, 1. 178v, BamukaHcka Anocmonuyecka bubauomeka (no gpomomunHo
usdaHue, AmuHa 2007)

Meu xapakTepeH 3a BbOPbXXEHMETO Ha
pycute (X-XI B.).

HamepeHr 8 ep. Onaka, llonoscko (cHumka: Pezuo-
HasneH ucmopudecku my3sel — [Jobpuy)

Sword Used by the Rus

(10th-11th Century).

Opaka Town, Popovo District, Bulgaria (photo:
Regional Museum of History — Dobrich)

Miniature in Two Registers: above - the City Dristra (Silistra) Captured by Kniaz Svyatoslav;
below — Byzantine Army Led by Emperor John Tzimiskes Attacking Dristra.
Middle Bulgarian Translation of the Chronicle of Manasses, f. 178v, Vatican Apostolic Library (facsimile edition, Athens 2007)

B nocnepgHara Tperta Ha X B. bbarapusa ce oKkasBa Ha NbTA Ha eKcnaH3nATa Ha Knescka Pyc. ToBa
CbBnaga C nopegHara BU3aHTUINCKA BOEHHO-AUNAOMATMYeCcKa ogaH3uMBa, B KOATO TO3M NbT Ca
npuBneyYeHn Baparute Ha KHA3 CBetocnas (945/964—972). B nepnoaa 968—-971 . Te HaxnyBar B
6bArapckute 3emu u ru pasopssar. [lpeB3semar ctonuuarta Benuku lMpecnaB v npaBAT njiaHoBe 3a
TpaiiHo ycTaHoBABaHe no JonHusa [lyHas, ,,KbAETO Ce CTUYAT BCAKaKBM 6nara“. ToBa faBa noBoj Ha
umnepatop Moan | Liumucxu (969—976) aa Haxnye B cTpaHaTa npes nposeTra Ha 971 . [IporoHBanku
KHA3 CBeTocnaB, TOM Ha CBOMW pej 3aBnaaasa Benuku lpecnaB M ro npemmeHyBa B CBOSA YeCT Ha
MoaHonon. BoiHata 3aBbpluBa C ycnelHa BU3aHTuiicka obcaga Ha IpbCcTbp, N0 Bpeme Ha KOATO
CBeToCnaB eK3eKyTupa 300 6barapcku 6onsapu.

In the last third of the tenth century, Bulgaria found itself in the way of the Rus’ expansion. This
coincided with yet another Byzantine military and diplomatic offensive, in which Varangians of
Kniaz Svyatoslav (945/964-972) were involved. Between 968 and 971, they invaded and ruined
the Bulgarian lands. They seized the capital of Great Preslav and planned to settle permanently on
the Lower Danube, “where all good things flow”. This gave Emperor John | Tzimiskes (969-976) a
reason to invade the country in the spring of 971. After expelling the Russians from Great Preslav,
he conquered the town and renamed it loannoupolis, after himself. The war ended with the suc-
cessful Byzantine siege of Dristra, during which Svyatoslav executed 300 Bulgarian boyars.



baiaa A4 BaBnap,ﬂ BaHETO Ha bbvarapu
Yy The Conquest of Bulgari

{ ilh'iu; MBPI 1014

|

S A A e
t'J._IQ"L_":>;4 LLLKNLEPYOLLE FLTTTR TN 1o
Wi |

- # .-r'
VY S i Np IE.C-L-.J,’Ik”\ B

tro ) e, TTOMHEpICN

MuHuaTIopa B 1Ba perucrbpa: rope — Thp)KecTBeHo Bnu3aHe Ha umneparop Moan Llumucxu B KoncraHtuHonon c tpoente
oT Benuku Mpecnas (,,... n(peMuHan B Tpuyme Ha 64n KOH, a KonecHULaTa HapeAun Aa BbpBU Npej, Hero, cjieA KaTto B Hes
Ounu noctaBeHU OGbAIrapCcKuTe LAPCKU OAEAHUA, @ OTrOpe UKOHATa Ha Bo)kuATa MailKa KaTo 3alMTHMLA Ha rpaja.*); Aony —
LLepeMoHMATa Ha Ny6AMYHOTO AeTpoHUpaHe Ha uap bopuc Il B Konctantuionon (,,... npea norneja Ha rpaXKaaHuTe CBanui
ot bopuc 3HauuTe Ha 6bArapcKarTa LapcKa BAacT, UMeHHO: 3/1aTHa KOPOHa, TMapa, U3TbKaHa OT BUCOC U YepBeHU 00YBKMU. )
MuHuamiopa u mekcm om Madpudckus npenuc Ha xpoHukama Ha Moar Ckunuya, A. 172v, VicnaHcka HayuoHaaHa 6ubauomeka (no pomomunHo usdaxue, AmuHa 2000) .

Miniature in Two Registers: above — the solemn entry of the emperor John Tzimiskes in Constantinople parading with the
trophies from Great Preslav (“...and triumphant on a white horse behind the chariot carrying the Bulgarian royal apparel,
and, above all - the icon of the Theotokos — patron of the city [of Preslav].”); below — the ceremonial public deposition of
Tsar Boris Il in Constantinople (“... before the very eyes of the citizens, he divested Boris of his royal insignia, preasely a

golden crown, a tiara, woven of visos and red shoes.”)
Miniature and Text from the Madrid Skylitzes, f. 172v, Spanish National Library (facsimile edition, Athens 2000)

lpecnaBcko cbKpoBuile, Apxeonornyecku mysei Benuku lMpecnas. B 971 r. cbkpoBuuiaTta
Ha ObArapckuTe yape ca orpabeHu, a cuHoBerte Ha uap Metsbp (927-969) — bopuc Il u Poman
ca njieHeHU. B u3ToyHara Yact Ha CTpaHaTa ce YCTaHOBABA BU3aHTUMCKaTa B/ACT.

(cHumku: Apxeono2uyecku my3eli Benuku lpecnas)

Preslav Treasure, Archaeological Museum of Veliki Preslav. In 971 the Bulgarian treasury
was robbed. The sons of Tsar Peter (927-969) - Boris Il and Romanos were captured. Byz-
antine rule was established in the eastern regions of the country.

(Photos: Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav)

Makert Ha ctonuuara Benuku lpecnas

(asmopu: doy. 0-p M. Baknuuosa, doy. 0.u.H. H. Osyapos, doy. d-p C. boHes,
C. CbHUHCKU; CHUMKA: Apxeosio2uyecku my3eii Benuku lpecnas)

Model of the Capital City of Great Preslav

(Authors: Assoc. Prof. Dr. M. Vaklinova, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Habil. N. Ovéarov, Assoc. Prof.
S. Bonev, S. Sani. Photo: Archaeological Museum Veliki Preslav)
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HenoKOPHOTO LAPCTBO
Rebellious Kingdom

"Bu3aHTNA agMMHUCTPATUBHOTO NpPEeyCTPONCTBO B 3aBnajeHuTe GbLArapcKM 3emu U

IeHABaHeTO Ha cuHoBeTe Ha Lap leTbp Genexar Bb3CTaHOBABAHETO Ha pomelicKaTa
BAACT BbpPXY NpUHaanexaluTe it ,,no NpaBo* JONHOAYHABCKW NPOBUHLUMM. TPUBEKOBHATa
AbpPXaBHUYECKA TPaauuma Ha 6barapute Ha bankaHuTe ob6aye ce okasBa No-ycToYMBa OT
UMNEepPCKUTE 0O4aKBAHUA. 3anaAHUTe YacTu Ha BbArapcKoTo LapCcTBO OCTaBaT M3BBLH 0OcCera
Ha PYCKUTE HALLeCTBUA N BU3AHTUICKUTE 3aBoeBaHuA. Tam okon0 971—976 . Komutonynute
,»B3€/I1 BNacTTa Haj 6bnrapure”.
Karo ce Bb3non3Bar oT HacTaHanuTe BbB BU3aHTUA cmyToBe cnej CMbpTTa Ha UMNeparop
Uumucxu (976 r.), 6barapckute npecronoHacneaHuumn barat or KoHctaHtuHonon. Lap
Bopuc |l e Heneno youT No NorpeLLKa oT rpaHWYHaTa CTpaXa v Bnactra npemuHaBa B pbleTe
Ha 6par my PomaH. Mopaau ecToKoTo Haka3aHue (ckoneH B KoHCTaHTMHONON), TOW He €
6un nbnHoueHeH Bnageten. Ho HeroBara yapcka Bnact ¢opmanHo e 6una 3aymtaHa ot
pa3noJjiaraliute C BOEHHMTE pecypcu Ha CTpaHaTta cuHoBe Ha Komut Hukona. ToBa ocurypsBea
6e3npo61eMHOTO NpoAb/XKaBaHe Ha bbrapcKoTo LapcTBO, HE3aBUCUMO OT MPEMECTBAHETO
Ha NONUTUYECKUA MY LIEHTLP OT CEBEPOU3TOYHUTE B Or03anaHUTE Kpaulua.
EnBa cnes cmbprTa Ha Lap Pomad (997 r.) M no-paHHaTa KOHYMHA Ha iBamara My No-rojiemu
opara (Moiicein n laBua), Kakto u cnep norybsaHero Ha AapoH (987 r.), Camyun cTaBa
,CAMOBJIACTEH rocnogap Ha usana boarapua“ (Moan Crunuya).

For Byzantium, the administrative reorganization of the conquered Bulgarian lands and the
capture of the sons of Tsar Peter marked the restoration of Byzantine authority over the
Lower Danube provinces that were perceived as Byzantine “by right”. This situation, howev-
er, was short-lived. Byzantium had undermined the three-century-old state tradition of the
Bulgarians that proved to be more stable than expected. The western parts of the Bulgarian
kingdom remained beyond the reach of the Russian and Byzantine invaders. There, around

971—976, the Kometopouloi “seized power over the Bulgarians.”

Taking advantage of the turmoilin Byzantium following the death of Emperor Tzimiskes (976),
the heirs of the Bulgarian throne escaped from Constantinople. Border guards mistakenly
killed Tsar Boris Il and the power passed into the hands of his brother Romanos. Because
the latter was cruelly punished with castration in Constantinople, he could not become a
ruler capable of ensuring the dynastic succession. Nevertheless, his royal powerwas formally
acknowledged by the Kometopouloi, who had control over the country’s military resources.
Thus, the smooth continuation of the Bulgarian kingdom was ensured, despite moving its

political centre from Northeast to Southwest.

Samuel became the “absolute ruler of all of Bulgaria” (John Skylitzes) only after the death
of Tsar Romanos in 997, preceded by the death of the two elder brothers (David and Moses)

and the murder of the third brother Aaron (987).
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,,Bednaza cned cmvpmma na umnepamop Hoan [umucxu] 6sn2apume 8cmaHanu ucuusbpanu da2uynpasnsasam
yemupuma 6pamsa - [Jasuod, Moiiceil, AapoH u Camyun, deya Ha eOUH MO2blY 6bI2aPCKU KOMUM, KOLIMO ce Ka38a1
Hukona, a maiika um — Puncumua u 3amosa 6unu Hapu4yaHu Komumonynu*,

BueHcku npenuc Ha xpoHukama Ha MoaHn Ckunuya ¢ dobaska Ha enuckon Muxaun /Jlesoncku om 1118 2., 8 KOAMO ce cbObpH#ca UHoOpMAyuUa 3a
Komumonynume, Ascmpulicka HayuoHanaHa bubnauomeka, cod. Vind. hist. gr. 74, 2. 14r (cHUMKa: ABcmpuiicka HayuoHaaHa 6ubauomeka)

“Immediately after the death of Emperor John [Tzimiskes] Bulgarians rebelled and chose to be ruled by four broth-
ers — David, Moses, Aaron and Samuel, children of a mighty Bulgarian komes named Nicholas, and of their mother
Ripsimia, and therefore were called Kometopouloi.”

Viennese Copy of John Skylitzes’ Chronicle with Bishop Michael of Diabolis’ Addition of 1118 containing information about the Kometopouloi, Austrian
National Library, cod. Vind. hist. gr. 74, f. 14r (Photo: Austrian National Library)

»A 8 dHume Ha yap Bacunuii ce Hamepuxa yapeme - mpuma 6pama om sdosuya-
npopo4uya: Moucei, Aapox u Camyun ....*.

Bbwneapcku anokpuger nemonuc om Xl 8. llpenuc om Hayanomo Ha XVII 8. 8 ppkonuc Xnydos 123, 2. 402v, Mocksa (no
WN. bunapcku)

PaneH npenuc Ha ,,Mctopuuecku csoa* Ha Moan Ckunuua ot Oxpupa (Hauanoto Ha Xll B.). Pbkonuc ot
HauuoHanHus uctopunyecku myseu B Copua. CbyMHEeHMETo Ha TO3U BUZAHTUMCKMN XPOHUCT € OCHOBEH
U3BOp 3a BpemeTo Ha uap Camyun.

(cHumka: HayuoHanex ucmopudecku my3eti)
Early Copy of John Skylitzes’ Synopsis from Ohrid (Early 12th century). Preserved at the National

Museum of History, Sofia. This Byzantine author is the main source for the reign of Tsar Samuel.
(Photo: National Museum of History, Sofia)

“And in the days of Tsar Basil these were the kings - three brothers from the widow-
prophetess: Moses, Aaron and Samuel ....”.

Bulgarian Apocryphal Chronicle (11th century). A Copy of the Early 17th Century — the Manuscript Chludov 123, f. 402v,
Moscow (Source: |. Biljarski)
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A - ,,A3 Camyun, pa6 60xui, ...~

“I, Samuel, Servant of God,...”

+ 6 OKTOMBPU 1014

HanuyHute wu3BOpM Ca KATeropuMyHu, 4Ye PoOAOHAYANHUK Ha
CamyunoBara amunusa e Benukuat 6ounn komut Hukona. Herosure
cuHoBe — Komutonynure — ce U3aurar 1o ynpaBuTeNun Ha ibprKaBara
BEpPOATHO M Nopaau poacTBo ¢ KpymoBara AuHacTus.

The existing sources are explicit about the founder of Samuel’s
family — the great boil and komes (count) Nicholas. His sons — the
Kometopouloi — rose to power probably also because oftheir kinship
with Khan Krum’s dynasty.
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CamyunoB Haagnuc ot c. [epmaH, lMpecnaHcko, Mpuusa. CoxpaHsasa ce B HaunoHanHua ucropuyecku mysein, Cogpus. >
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uydecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu 6AH) A l Q r ’L c I x '-L
Samuel’s Inscription from German Village, Prespa District, Greece. Preserved at the National Museum of History, Sofia. U‘
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences) H H e N A Oy C 1 nl
1
TB umemo Ha Omuya u CuHa u Ceemusa [jyx. A3 Camyun, pab 60#cuil, nona2am nomeH Ha 6awa [cu] u maiika I c o A A Y \E II E * H

[cu] u 6pam [cu] Ha mo3u Kpbcm. Tosa ca umeHama Ha nokoliHume: pab 6oscuii Hukona, [Puncumus u]

,g’:;u::? ZZZ;’::M‘;;? 200UHAMaA om cbmBsopeHuemo Ha ceema 6501 [992/93], unouxm [lII]. '_t‘ |A| AE ﬁl%éq F\":*K(-(b
N

tin the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. I, Samuel, servant of God, lay this cross in the
memory of [my] father, of [my] mother and of [my] brother. These are the names of the deceased: Nicholas, b AU
servant of God, [Ripsimia and] David. Written in the year of Creation 6501 [A.D. 992/93], indiction [llI]. ®

(Translation: V. Tapkova-Zaimova) ®

TpaHCKpUNLUMUA HA TeKCTa (no /. UsaHos).
Transcript of the Text (Source: J. Ivanov).
LibpkBara ,,CB. [epman* (c. [epmaH), cTpoeHa B KpasA Ha X — Hayanoto Ha Xl B. Tyk npe3 1888 r. e HamepeH

HaANUCHLT Ha uap Camyun B nameT Ha poaguTtenute My u 6par my [laBua.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeonoaudecku uHcmumym ¢ my3seli npu bAH)

Agios Germanos Church (the Village of Agios Germanos). It was built in late 10th-early 11th century. Tsar
Samuel’s inscription in memory of his parents and his brother David was found here in 1888.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)
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CamyunoBsute 6pars
Samuel’s Brothers

T 0 OKTOMBPH 1014

Kpenocrtra Cap (gH. Cepec, Mbpuus).

OcBeH CaMyun aKTMBHM 40 CMbPTTa CU ca U HeroBuTe Opata. Haii-ronemusar 6part [laBua e yout
OT CKUTHULM BJIaCU CKOPO Cjief, BbCTaHMETO npe3 976 I. B mecTHOCTTa Xy6aBu AbOoBe mexay
Koctyp u Npecna. Moytn no cbLioTo Bpeme 3arMBa u BTOpUAT 6pat Moiicei, AoKaTo 00caxaa

Kpenoctta Cap.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2udecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu 6AH)

The Fortress of Serres (Greece).

Apart from Samuel, his brothers were also active until their death. Vlach vagrants killed David,
the eldest brother, shortly after their revolt in 976 in the locality of Fair Oaks between Kastoria
and Prespa. About the same time, the second brother, Moses, was fatally injured while besieg-

ing the fortress of Serres.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

MectHocTTa Pasmertanuua, ao c. lNanartoso, o6wmHa JynHuua.

TpeTuar 6par AapoH e youT Ha 14 1oHu 987 T. oT Han-mankua 6patr Camyun B mectHocTTa Pasmetanuua
3aeiHO C uenusa cu poj, NoHexe ,,0MN1 NPUBBPIKEHUK, KAKTO Ka3BaT, HA pomeuTe, WM 3aLL0TO Ce
cTpemsn fa 3aB3eme 3a cebe cu Bnactta® (Moan Ckunuya). Camo cunbt My UBan Bnaaucnas e cnaceH
ot Camyunosus cud laspun Pagomup.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH)

Locality Razmetanitsa, in the Vicinity of Palatovo Village (Dupnitsa District, Bulgaria).

The third brother Aaron was executed by his youngest brother Samuel on June 14th, 987 in the local-
ity Razmetanitsa together with his entire family, because “he sympathized with the Romans, as they
say, or because he wanted to rule by himself” (John Skylitzes). The sole survivor was Aaron’s son John
Vladislav, thanks to Samuel’s son Gabriel Radomir.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulqarian Academy of Sciences)
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raa aH, camoibpiel, Gbarapcku
ey John, the Bulgarian Autocrat

R L AR AT 1 i
Fo ORTOMBPI 1014

T B 200uHa 6523 om cbmsopeHuemo Ha csema

(=1015 P. Xp.) o6HoBU ce ma3u kpenocm,

o’ 3U0aHa U npaseHa om Hoan, camoonpiicey
e 6vnz2apcku, u ¢ nomMowma u Mosumsume Ha

1 v+ ~Af npecgemama snaduyuya Hawa bozopoduya
t _'J_, A\ U 3a 3acmvnHu4Yecmsomo Ha O0saHadecemme
) ;1 : ' : BbpxosHuUanocmonu. Ta3u Kkpenocm 6e HanpaseHa

A\ T :‘{}1 3a ybejxcuue u 3a cnaceHue u 3a X*CUBOMA HA

e % 6vnzapume. 3anoyHama Gewe Kpenocmma

| [ n M 317} bumonsa npe3 mecey okmomspu 8 20 (0eH), a ce

' » IRl s 1~ 3asbpwiu 8 Mecey ... 8 Kpaa. To3u camoonpiicey

- 6ewe 6wbnz2apuH no poo, sHyk Ha Hukona u Ha

Puncumus 6na2o08epHume, cuH Ha AGpoH, Koiimo e

6pam Ha Camyun, yapa camoobpIHCaseH, U Koumo

N dsamama pa36uxa 8 ljunox 2pbvyxama solicka Ha

L 3 yap Bacunuii, kndemo 6e 83emo 31amo .... A mosu

A 8... yap pa36um 6ude om yap Bacunuii 8 200unama

K. ) "\.'”[" C i 6522 om cbmBopeHuemo Ha ceema (=1014 P. Xp.)
AN A1 3 " 8 Knroy u no4yuHa 8 Kpasa Ha 1amomo.

\

-

(1015-1018) (no B. Tenkosa-3aumosa). Ku-
! PUICKU TEKCT, HamepeH npe3 1956 r. B
. F A Yayw ayxamus, rpaa butons, Koato e rpa-
L \ [leHa C KaMbHU OT CpeiHOBEeKOBHaTa 6u-
ToNicKa Kpenoct. CbxpaHaBa ce B Haywuo-
HaJleH MHCTUTYT 3a ona3BaHe NnaMeTHULUTe
Ha Kyntypara u my3eii B butons, Peny6nu-
Ka MakeaoHus.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c
my3eii npu bAH)

3 \ B Butoncku Hagnuc Ha uap UsaH Bnaancnas
RIS
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T In the year 6523 since the creation of the world (= A.D. 1015), this fortress was rebuilt anew, by
John, the Bulgarian autocrat, with the assistance and prayers of Our Lady Virgin Mary and for the
intercession of the twelve supreme apostles. This fortress is constructed as a shelter and is devot-
ed to the salvation and the life of the Bulgarians. The construction on the Bitola fortress began in
the month of October, (day) 20th, and was completed in the month of... the end. This autocrat was
of Bulgarian descent, a grandson of the pious Nicholas and Ripsimia, son of Aaron, who was the
brother of Samuel, the autocratic tsar, and with whom they both defeated the Greek army of Tsar
Basil in Stipion, where gold was taken ... And this tsar was defeated by the Tsar Basil in the year
6522 since the creation of the world (= A.D. 1014) in Klyuch and perished at the end of summer.

[}

[ S B
. _l"

Bitola Inscription of Tsar John Vladislav (1015-1018) (translation V. Takpova-Zaimova). It is
written in Cyrillic and was discovered in Bitola in 1956 during the demolition of the Caus
Camii mosque, which was built with stones previously used in the construction of the
medieval fortress. It is now kept in the National Institute for Preservation of Monuments
of Culture and Museum in Bitola, FYROM.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

Tyk nexcu kHa3 lMepcuan [lpecuad]. [PodeH] 8 200unama 6505
(=996-997 2.). [Moyunan] 8 200unama 6569 (=1060-1061 2.).

Haarpo6eH Hagnuc Ha KHA3 lpecuaH I, Hall-ronemuaT cuH
Ha uap WUBaH Bnaaucnas. HamepeH npu apxeonoruyecku
pa3konkunpe3 1987 r. B rp. Muxanosue, U3TouHa CnoBakus.
(no M. Busdan, H. Hukonos)

Here rests Kniaz Persian [Presian]. [Born] in the year 6505
(= A.D. 996-997). [Dead] in the year 6569 (= A.D. 1060-1061).

Gravestone of Kniaz Presian Il, the Eldest Son of Tsar John
Vladislav. Discovered during archaeological excavations in
1987 in Michalovce, Eastern Slovakia.

(Source: M. Vizdal, N. Nikolov)
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1000 TOAVHU
OT CMbBPTTA HA
LIAP CAMYUA
+ 6 OKTOMBPY 1014

CKuTaHeTo Ha naTpuapcure
Patriarchs’ Wandering

Owe cnes NbpBOTO 3aBNajsABaHE HA CEBEPOU3TOYHMTE ObLArapCKU 3emu
oT umneparop MoaH Liumucxu npes 971 r. bpKOBHaTa BAacT, Nog06HO Ha
CBETCKarta, ,,Murpupa‘“ B 3anagHute 061acTu KaTo CMeHSi HEKOJIKOKPATHO
cBOuUTe cepanuuia, cneaBanku NpomMsAHarta Ha NOAUTUYECKUA LEeHTbp Ha
LapcTBOTO. TOraBawWHUAT OGbArapcku narpuapx JamsH, KOUTO e He camo
NbPBUAT ObATAPCKKU NATPUapX, HO U HAN-AbATO yNpaBNABanuAT (Lenm 44 .,
MeXAy 927 U 971 I.) mecTu cBoeTo ceaanuiue ot Apbctbp (AH. Cunucrpa)
B Cpeaey (aH. Cocusa). Herosute npuemuuum Fepman-faBpun n ®dunun
NPOMEHAT NocneoBaTeNiHO pe3unaeHumnaTa cu BbB BoaeH, MbrneH ullpecna,
3a Ja ce YCTAHOBAT Han-HaKpasa B Oxpua. lMocneaHnAT octaBa LEHTbP Ha
OxpupackaraaBToKedanHaapxuenmckonusa cnegnokopasaHetoHabbarapus
npes 1018 .

Immediately after the first conquest of the northeastern Bulgaria by Emperor
John Tzimiskes in 971, the ecclesiastical power, like the secular one, was
transferred to the Western lands. The patriarchal seat changed repeatedly
along with the political centre of the kingdom. Thus, Damian, who held the
patriarchal office at that time, and who was not only the very first Bulgarian
patriarch, but also the one that remained in his office the longest (44 years,
from 927 to 971), changed his seat from Dristra (modern Silistra) to Serdica
(modern Sofia). His successors Germanos-Gabriel and Philip resided con-
secutively in Voden, Moglena and Prespa before finally establishing them-
selves in Ohrid. The latter remained the permanent seat of the Autocepha-
lous Archbishopric of Ohrid which was created following the submission of
Bulgaria in 1018.

KapTa Ha guoue3a Ha OxpuacKara apxuenmcKonusa cnopej rpamorure
Ha umneparop Bacunui Il. C yepBeHO ca 03Ha4YeHU NaTpuapluecKuTe
cepanuiua mexxay 971 n 1018 r.

Map of the Diocese of Archbishopric of Ohrid According to the char-
ters of Emperor Basil Il. The patriarchal seats between 971 and 1018
are shown in red color on the map.

Ontap Ha 6asunukara ,,CB. Axun*, Mpecna, Mpuusa. C nypnypHa 604
ca 6unu HapucyBaHu 18 apku, B KOUTO Ca U3NUCAHM MMeHATa Ha 18
MUTPONOJIUTCKYN LLEHTPOBE B AnOLEe3a Ha Obarapckara WbpKBa B Kpas
Ha X B. o BceKn Hagnuc e 6un NpecTonbT Ha CbOTBETHUA BNajuKa, a
B cpeaara noj npo3opeua e TPOHbT Ha ObArapcKua naTpuapx, KOero
NnoKa3Ba, 4ye TyK e 3aceaaBan Cs. CuHop.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneHn apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c my3eli npu bAH)

Sanctuary of Agios Achilleios Basilica, Prespa, Greece. The name of
the eighteen metropolitan seats within the diocese of the Bulgarian
Church in late 10th century were written here in purple dye under de-
picted arches. Each of the seats of the corresponding bishop was locat-
ed below his inscribed name, while the Bulgarian Patriarch occupied
the throne in the centre. This arrangement suggests that the councils
of the Saint Synod took place here.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

PasnonoxkeHne Ha apKuTe Haj apxuepencKute TPOHOBE B ONiITapa Ha
6a3unuKkara. B 1Ax ca 3ana3eHu HAKOM OT UMEHaTa Ha eNnUCKONCKUTe
LleHTpoBe Npu ynpasneHueTo Ha uap Camyun (pazyumare no H. Myyononyc).

Arrangement of the arches above the bishops’ seats where some of the
names of the episcopal centres under the reign of Tsar Samuel are pre-
served (source: N. Moutsopulos).
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pecna u 6asumnukara,,CB. Axun*
gy 4 Prespa and the Basilica
of Agios Achilleios

+ 6 OKTOMBPY 1014

Mankoto lpecnaHcko e3epo ¢ 0. CB. Axun (Mpuus), KbAeTo ca ce UszUranu N6MmuTe 4Bopum
Ha uap Camyun c pa3KoLHUA U BeNUYeCcTBeH Xpam ,,Ce. Axun®.
(cHumku: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c my3seli npu bAH)

Little Prespa Lake and the Island of Agios Achilleios (Greece). The favorite palace of Tsar Samuel
stood there alongside with the magnificent and monumental church of Agios Achilleios.
(Photos: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

basunukara,,CB. Axun“orKpasa Ha X B. — equH
OT HaU-BHYLUMTE/IHUTE XpamoBe OT BpemMeTo
Ha MbpBOTO OBLArapcKko uLapcTBo. B Hesa e
norpe6aH uap Camyun.

(cHumku: HayuoHaneHn apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c my3sei
npu bAH)

The Basilica of Agios Achilleios. It dates to
the end of the 10th century and is one of the
most impressive church buildings during the
first Bulgarian state. Tsar Samuel was buried
there.

(Photos: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bul-
garian Academy of Sciences)
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Heb6ecHu noKpoButenu

1000 TOAVMHW
OT CMDbPTTA HA
LIAP CAMYUA

+ 6 OKTOMBPH 1014

B ayxa Ha cBoeTo Bpeme uap Camyun ce cTpemu ia OCUrypu ,,cakpanHa“ sawmura
Ha XPUCTUAHCKOTO CU LLapCTBO Ype3 ,,HabaBsAHe* HA cBeTM MoLLK. 3a ,,HEGECHO
NOKPOBUTENCTBO® Ha NaTpMapLIeCKOTo ceaanuuie Ton npeHaca B Cocpua okono
989-992 TI., HET/IEHHUTE OCTAHKW HA Hal-NoYUTaHUA ObArapcKku ceetel, — CB.
WBaH Puncku. Hag ctonuyHua rpag Oxpua ce npoctupa O6narogarra Ha CB.
TpudoH, Y4nuTO MOLLM CaB3eTUOTONOXKapeHuanpe3998r. Kotop. Bnagerenckure
asopuu B [lpecna ca nog 3awurara Ha cB. AXun, YNUUTO MUPOTOYUBMU KOCTU Ca
AOHeCeHu OT npeB3eTtara npe3 985 r. Jlapuca 1 ca NONOXeHN B eAHOUMEHHUA
KateapasieH XpaM. B cblata Kaceta BEpOATHO ca OMAKM U CBETUTE OCTAHKMU Ha
cB. UkymeHuit ot Tpukana u cB. PeruHuin ot Ckonenoc.

ANaKOHUKOHDBT (OAcHama 4acm Ha oamapa)
B 6asmnmkara ,CB. Axun“, lpecna, bpums.
Bb3cTaHOBKa Ha capkogara U CTeHOnucuTe
B HMLWIATA CbC CBeTUTe Molyu. Apxuepeute OT
(ppecKuTe oTCNYKBATBEYHAIMTYPrua Haj cBeTUTE
MOLLUMU (no H. Myyonynoc).

The Diakonikon (Chamber on the South Side of the
Sanctuary) of Agios Achilleios Basilica, Prespa,
Greece. Reconstruction of the sarcophagus and
the frescoes discovered in the niche, where
the relics were placed. The painted priests are

celebrating eternal liturgy upon the holy relics
(source: N. Moutsopoulos).

Capkodpar c npeHeceHu ot uap Camyun moLuu Ha CBeTU M
B I'Ipecna (no H. Myyonynoc).

Sarcophagus Containing Saints’ Relics. They were trans-
ferred in Prespa by Tsar Samuel (source: N. Moutsopoulos).

Heavenly Patrons

In the fashion of his time, Tsar Samuel aspired to ensure sacred protection for his Chris-
tian kingdom by procuring holy relics. The imperishable remains of Saint John of Rila, the
most venerated Bulgarian saint, were transferred to Sofia around 989—-992 in order to obtain
heavenly patronage for the patriarchal seat there. The blessing of Saint Trifon was expected
to spread upon the capital city Ohrid. His relics were moved there after being taken from the
city of Kotor. The latter was set on fire by Samuel in 998. The royal palaces in Prespa are be-
lieved to have been under the divine protection of Saint Achilleios. After the capture of La-
rissa, Samuel brought his myrrh-streaming bones there. He placed them into the Church of
the name of the saint that was erected on this occasion. The relics of two more persons, Saint
Ecumenios of Trikala and Saint Reginios of Skopelos, were probably kept in the same casket.

CKynnTMpaHa nno4a ¢ eK30TUYHMN KUBOTHU
oT capkodara ¢ mouwute. [lynkure BbpXy
njaoyata CBUAETENCTBAT 3a PUTYaNHUTE
NPaKTUKK, CBbP3aHM C U3TMYAHE Ha

qyp,op,eﬁuo MUPO OT MOoLLUTe Ha cBeTLuUuTe
(no H. Myyonynoc).

Slab with Carved Exotic Animals on the

Sarcophagus Containing the Relics. The

holes testify to its use in rituals connected

to the flow of the miraculous chrism out of
he holy relics (source: N. Moutsopoulos).

CKyIInTI/IpaHI/I €JleMeéHTU OT BbrTpellHaTa AeKopauua Ha
6a3unukara,,CB. Axun*.
(cHumku: HayuoHaneH apxeono2udecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH)

Sculptures from the Interior Decoration of Agios Achilleios
Basilica.

(Photos: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sci-
ences)




a4 apcKarta pe3uaeHuua Ckonue
Yy The Royal Residence Skopje

CpeaHoBeKkoBHata Kpenoct Ckonue (aH. B Penybnuka MakeaoHus) e The medieval fortress of Skopje (now in FYROM) was situated on a hill within
pa3nosioXXeHa Ha XbJIM B NpejenuTe Ha AHEWHUA rpaj, Ha nesusa Opsar the boundaries of the modern city, on the left bank of the river Vardar. Here re-
Ha p. Bapaap. Tyk e 6una pe3uaeHumara Ha uap PomaH (976-997). B sided Tsar Romanos (976-997). At the end of the tenth century, the town lost its
KpasA Ha X B. rpagbt rybyu nbpBOCTENEHHOTO CU NOJIOXKEHME B NOJi3a Ha dominant position to the preferred palaces of Tsar Samuel in Ohrid and Prespa.
nwobumute pesuaerHuum Ha Camyun — Oxpug u lNpecna. 3Ha4YeHUETO My Nevertheless, Skopje keptits role in the state structure: when in 1018 Basil ll en-
B CTPYKTYpaTa Ha 6barapckara AbpiKaBa o6aye ce 3ana3Ba: npes3 1018 T. tered the city, he found there the “first unit” of the Bulgarian army. The Emperor
Bacunwuii Il Hamupa Tam ,,nbpBMUA OTPAA™ HA LL@apCKaTa apMuA U NpeBpbLUA chose it for capital of the newly established theme of Bulgaria. |

d

- Y

rpaga B CToJ/inllda Ha BU3aHTUNCKATa TéMa bbn rapus. (Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Scien€es o o
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2udecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH) . ' '

b

-
-

-

:\’

»

| »-’ 2 -S;._.:u_ ‘r. 1" Fim
: ";ﬂ;tu:l‘-j'\'lnl'f' 58

Umnepatop Bacunuin 1l Hanapga c
u3HeHaga narepa Ha uap Camywun
npu p. Bapaap ao Ckonue.

Munuamwopa om Madpudckua npenuc Ha
XpOHUKama Ha Woan Ckunuya, 1. 186v, Micnarcka
HayuoHanHa 6ubauomeka (no domomunHo { | P v 4 ' - -
usdaHue, AmuHa 2000) ' E g f A . NaOKKMNx qJoY (A 2LOTN y
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Emperor Basil Il Unexpectedly P i | B ; ';
Attacks the Camp of Tsar Samuel at % _ . Gy -l Y e { | ) ¥
Vardar River, near Skopje. ‘ | ¥ A “

Miniature from the Madrid Skylitzes, f. 186v,
Spanish National Library (facsimile edition, Ath-
ens 2000)
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KpenoctHute cteHu Ha rpag Oxpua.
(cHumku: HayuoHaneHn apxeono2udecku uHcmumym
¢ my3eli npu bAH)

The Ramparts of Ohrid.

(Photos: National Institute of Archaeology with Mu-
seum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

»IPpag OXpua NbK € pa3nonoxeH Ha eAINH BUCOK XbJIM, 6/1M30 10 MHOTO ronsiMo esepo... Oxpua,
Oun rnaBeH rpaj Ha usna bbarapus, Tam ce usauranu v ABopuuTe Ha LapeTte Ha bbarapusa u ce
CbXpaHABanu 6orarcrBata um. Kato otBopun [cbKpoBULLHULUTE], MMNEepPaTOpPBLT HAMEpPU MHOTO
napu, KOPoOHU ¢ Gucepu, 3NaTtoTbKaHW APeXu U 100 KEHTUHAPUA CeyeHn napm ot 3naro...“ (Moan
Ckunuya). UmeHHO TYK npe3 nponeTtra Ha 1018 r. Bacunwuii [l npuen uapuua Mapus 3aefHo c Tpumarta
i CUHA U LWecTTe 1 Abluepu. Ta Boaena cbC cebe cu 1 eINH He3aKOHEH CUH Ha uap Camyun, KakTo

“The town of Ohrid is located on a high hill, in the vicinity of a very big lake...Ohrid was the main
city of all Bulgaria. There stood the palaces of the Bulgarian tsars along with their riches. When
the Emperor opened [the treasury], he found a lot of money, crowns with pearls, brocaded cloths
and 100 kenteraria in struck gold...” (John Skylitzes). Here, in the spring of 1018, Basil Il received
Maria, the widow of the last Bulgarian Tsar. She was accompanied by three of her own sons and six
daughters, as well as by two daughters and five sons of the previous Tsar, Gabriel Radomir, and an

u ABe AblUEpU U NeT cuHa Ha youtua uap faspun Pagomup. illegitimate son of Tsar Samuel.
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LibpkBarta ,,CB. Cocpua®, nornep or ceBepo-
u3ToK. EAHO OT ceganuuiaTa Ha 6bArapcKkus
naTtpuapx no spemeto Ha uap Camyun v Ha
oxXpuackusa apxuvenuckon cneg 1018 r.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeonoaudecku uHcmumym ¢ my3el
npu BAH)

St. Sophia Church, View from Northeast. It
was one of the residences of the Bulgarian
patriarch during the reign of Samuel and the
permanent seat of the Archbishop of Ohrid
after 1018.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bul-
garian Academy of Sciences)
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Kpenoctra npu TpasaHoBu Bpara.

Ha 17 aBrycrt 986 r. B npoxoga TpasHoBu Bpata npu rp. Lliunone (gH. UxTumaH, bbnrapua) 6vnrapure,
npeaBoxaaHu ot Camymun, AapoH u uap PomaH, HaHacAT CTpalHO nopaxkeHue Ha Bacunui 11, nogo6Ho Ha
OHOBa, KoeTo Tbpnu umnepatop Hukudop I fenuk or kaH Kpym npes 811 r. Bacunui Il e cnaceH no yyao or
apMeHCKaTta Cu rBapaus, HO LWaTpaTta My Nonaza B pblieTe Ha Obarapute. Ta3m 3HameHaTe/lHa no6eaa AaBa
Bb3MOXHOCT 338 Bb3CTaHOBSAABAHETO Ha GbArapckarta BNacT B 3aBnageHute ot umnepartop Moax Liumuncxu
U3TOYHU Teputopuu. CnOMeHsT 3a Hes npoAabaXKaBa Aa e XXus aopu 30 roaguHU NO-KbHCHO U e NoBojA 3a
ropAocT, cnoaeneHa B butonckua Hagnuc Ha uap UeaH Bnaagucnas (1015-1018).

(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c my3eli npu bAH)

Boickute Ha uap Camyun yousar ayka [puropuit TapoHut
npes ConyH npes 996 r.

Munuamiopa om Madpudckusa npenuc Ha xpoHukama Ha Moax Ckunuya,
N. 184V, WcnaHcka HayuoHanHa 6ubnuomeka (no ¢omomunHo usdaxue,
AmuHa 2000)

Tsar Samuel’s Army Killing Gregory Taronites, Doux of
Thessaloniki outside the City Walls in 996.

Miniature from the Madrid Skylitzes, f. 184v, Spanish National Library (fac-
simile edition, Athens 2000)

... U MOPAXKEHN
... and Defeat
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butkata npu p. Cnepxeit e MbpPBUAT roNsam
Heycnex Ha uap Camyun, KOUTO e NPUHYAEH
Aa TMNpPOMeHU cTparerMsara CU Kato cnpe
eKcnaH3uATa Ha or. Bbnpeku ToBa bbarapus
3ana3Ba OCHOBHUTE CU CUJIU.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeosozudecku UHcmumym c Mmy3el
npu bAH)

The defeat at the battle of Spercheios River was
the first serious loss for Bulgaria. It forced Tsar
Samuel to reconsider his strategy and to inter-
rupt his southward expansion. However, Bul-
garia could still count on its main resources.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgar-
ian Academy of Sciences)

pETr Ay Tovt
-~

»Hcmbvpom [flyHas, m.e. 6bn12apume] 2pabra seneya

Ha Pum [m.e suzanmuiyume]* )
(Moan Feomemup)

“The Istros [Danube, i.e. the Bulgarians] took the

crown of Rome [i.e the Byzantines]”
(Jlohn Geometres)

The Fortress of the Gates of Trajan.

On 17th August 986, the Bulgarians forces under the command of Samuel, Aaron and Tsar Romanos inflict-
ed a terrible defeat on the Byzantine army in the pass of the Gates of Trajan near Stipion (modern Ihtiman,
Bulgaria), similar to the defeat suffered by Emperor Nikephorus | in 811. In 986, Basil Il barely escaped the
battle scene saved by his Armenian guard. His tent however, was captured by the Bulgarians. The glorious
victory made the Bulgarian recovery of the previously lost eastern lands possible. This victory remained in
the people’s memory and thirty years later, it was proudly recorded in the Bitola inscription of Tsar John
Vladislav (1015-1018).

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)
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Marucrbp Hukudop YpaH Hanaga narepa Ha uap Camyun
npu p. Cnepxeu go rp. Jlamus (Mpuus) npes 996 r.

Muruamiopa om Madpudckus npenuc Ha xpoHukama Ha Moax Ckunuua, .
1851, icnaHcka HayuoHanHa bubauomeka (no pomomunHo uzdaHue, AmuHa
2000)

Magistros Nikephoros Ouranos Attacking the Tsar Samu-
el’s Camp on the Shores of Spercheios River near the City
of Lamia (Greece) in 996.

Miniature from the Madrid Skylitzes, f. 185r, Spanish National Library (fac-
simile edition, Athens 2000)
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Krakras and Nikulitsa -
the Defenders of Pernik and Servia

Kpenoctra [lepHUK e eauH OT OHe3U YKpeneHu LLeHTpoBe, KOMTO Ce u3aurar B Kpas
Ha X B. U cbCTaBnABaT rpbOHaka Ha CamyunoBarta AbpikaBa. Ta e oTOpaHABaHa OT
Kpakpa — ,,40BeK oTIn4yeH BbB BOEHHUTe aena“ cnopes BM3aHTUACKUTE aBTOPU.
Toi ycToABa Ha ABe BU3AHTUICKKM 06Caaun, npeABOXKAaHN JIMYHO OT MMNEepaTop
Bacunum ll. Bnactra my ce npoctMpa BbpXy 3HauyuTesIHa TepUTOpuUA, BKAOYBALLA

U ApYyru Kpenoctu, KOUTo ca npeaaaeHu Ha Bacunum Il npes 1018 T.
(cHumku: PezuoHaneH ucmopuydecku my3seli — [lepHUK)

The fortress of Pernik was one of the strongholds that went up at the end of the
tenth century and constituted the backbone of Samuel’s state. The fortress is de-
fended by Krakras — “a man excelling at the military arts” according to the Byzan-
tine authors. He withstood two assaults, led by Emperor Basil Il himself. Krakras
ruled over a vast region including other strongholds, which surrendered to Basil

Il in 1018.
(Photos: Regional Museum of History — Pernik)

BTopoto 3anaBsaHe Ha BouBogaTta Hukynuua. Bnaso — Hukynuua B teMHMLA
C AbpBEHN OKOBU HA KpaKaTa; BAACHO — HUKynuua c Bbp3aHu pblie 1 noj
KOHBOW e AoBeAeH npea umneparop Bacunun Il.

Munuamiopa om Madpudckus npenuc HaxpoHukama Ha Moax Ckuauya, 2. 186r, icnaHcka HAYUOHAAHA
6ubnuomeka (no pomomunHo uzdaHue, AmuHa 2000)

The Second Capture of Chieftain Nikulitsa. On the left, Nikulitsa shown in
prison with wooden stocks on his feet; on the right, Nikulitsa with tied
hands escorted before Emperor Basil Il.

Miniature from the Madrid Skylitzes, f. 186r, Spanish National library (facsimile edition, Athens 2000)

CepBusa (Mpuus) — pobpe ,,ykpeneHuat rpaa B bbarapua“ (KekaBmeH), onacaH cbc | .

cTPbMHM cKkanu. Kpenoctra e npeB3eTa o1 6barapute npes 989 r. cnej eaHOroauLIHa - - ON 1K JAm-?:‘.}u AN ovr. RN Eaa_n}u
o6capa. Bacunuii Il cu 5 BpbLia Npe3 1001 I. CbLLO Clej Abara cbnporuBa. Ta e 6una | "
pPbKOBOAEHA OT Gbarapckua ynpasuten Hukona, HapuyaH 3apaguM HUCKUA CU PbCT
Hukynuua. Toin e cpep Ha-npegaHuTe U ynoputu BoeHavyanHuum Ha uap Camyun. [iBa
NbTU YCNABA a U365ra oT BU3aHTUIICKMW NNIEH UK la YTOBOPU CBOETO 0CBOOOXKAaBaHe,

c/ie] KOeTo OTHOBO NOBeX/da BO€HHU eNCTBUSA cpelwy nmnepuarta.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeonoaudecku uHcmumym ¢ my3sel npu bAH)
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Servia (Greece) — “awell-fortified city in Bulgaria” (Kekaumenos) is surrounded by steep
rocks. The Bulgarians took the fortress in 989 after a yearlong siege. Basil Il recovered
the kastron in 1001 also after a long period of resistance. The fortress was commanded
by the Bulgarian warlord Nicholas, nicknamed Nikulitsa due to his short height. He was
among the most loyal and tenacious military officers of Tsar Samuel. He managed to
escape twice from Byzantine captivity or to negotiate his freedom, after which he led
military campaigns against the empire again and again. -

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarig_n Academy of Sciences)




,MHOr0 rpaoBu 6barapcku u yoexmia“

(CumeoH Memaghpacm u Jlocomem)

“Many Bulgarian Kastra and Refuges”

,BOJEHeKpenoct,pa3nonoxeHaHacTpbMHaCKana,npe3KoATocecnyckasogaraHaOCTPOBCKOTO
e3epo, Teye CKpUTO NOA 3emMATa U Ha TOBA MACTO Ce NOKa3Ba 0THOBO* (Moaw Ckunuya). BbB BoaeH
(aH. Eneca, Mpuuns) narpuapx FrepmaH mectu pesmaeruusaTta cu cnea Cpeaeu. Tam otuBa 1 uap
PomaH cnep 6arctBoto cu ot KoHctaHTuHono. CneaoBarenHo, 3a M3BECTHO BpemMe cnep 976 T.
BoaeH nma 3HayeHue Ha AbpiKaBeH LEeHTbp 3a bbarapckoro uapcreo. Kpenocrra e npes3eta
oT umnepatop Bacunuii Il npes 1001 1. cneg o6caga. bbarapckoto HaceneHue e U3CeNeHO BbB

BonepoH (o6nact nstouHo ot p. Mecra), a ynpasutenar JparwaH — B ConyH.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c my3eli npu bAH)

(Symeon Metaphrastes and Logothete)

“Voden is a kastron, situated on a sleep rock, from which the water of Lake Ostrov falls down.
Then, it flows underground and it re-appears in that place” (John Skylitzes). It was to Voden (mod-
ern-day Edesssa, Greece), where Patriarch Germanos moved his residence from Serdica. It was
also to Voden, where Tsar Romanos went after his escape from Constantinople. Thus, it seems
that for some time following 976, Voden functioned as a state centre for the Bulgarian King-
dom. In 1001, Emperor Basil Il besieged and captured the fortress. He re-settled its Bulgarians
inhabitants in Voleron (a region east of the River Mesta) while its governor Dragsan was moved
to Thessaloniki.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

YyacTbK OT CpeiHOBEKOBHATA KpenocTHa cteHa Ha Bepes (Mbpuua). Bbarapure
BNajeAT rpaga or 989 A0 1001 r. [paabT e npeaaseH Ha umneparopa oT
ynpaButensa Ha Kpenoctra [lobpomup, KoinTo e 61N JKeHeH 3a N1IeMeHHMLA Ha
uap Camyun.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeonoauyecku uHcmumym c my3sel npu bAH)

Sector of the Medieval Walls of Verroia (Greece). The Bulgarians controlled the
town from 989 to 1001. Then, the local governor Dobromir, who was married to

a niece of Tsar Samuel, surrendered the city.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)
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Kpenoctta MbrneH (aH. c. Xpucu, bpums) urpae BaxKHa pons
B ObArapo-BU3aHTUCKUTE BOEHHU JeicTBUA. Tam BpemMeHHOo
npebuBaBar ObArapcKMAT Natpuapx U KaBkaH lometnaH. MpeB3eTa
e npe3 1015 I. c/ie C/I0XKHa onepauunsa, Npu KOATO BU3AHTUMLUTE
N3MecTBaT KOPUTOTO Ha p. MbrneHuua, 3a Aa B3pUBAT OCHOBUTE HaA

KpenocTtra.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c myseli npu bAH)

The fortress of Moglena (near the modern-day village of Chrisi, Greece)
played an important role in the Bulgarian-Byzantine war. It was the
temporary residence of the Bulgarian Patriarch and of kavkhan Dome-
tian. The Byzantines managed to seize Moglena in 1015 after a compli-
cated operation, which consisted in changing the course of the River

Maglenitsa in order to blow up the foundations of kastron.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

[ -

Kpenoctra bauH Ha p. lyHaB (aH. BuguH.)

ToBa e Han-ganeyHara KpenocT, 4o KoAato Bacunuu Il goctura nM4Ho BbLB BOWHATa C
bbnrapus.llpeB3emaanpe31002T.cnes 8 meceuaobcaga—Ha-gbnrara, pbKOBOAEHa
OT camus umneparop. B o6caaara e BKOYEH U BU3AHTUIACKUAT DNIOT, KOWTO M3CTPeNBa
cpeLly KpenocTtraonacHuA ,,rpbUKK OrbH“. bbnrapureycnasar Haxo44MBoO Aa royracar
KaTo ro cbOMpar B ronsimo rbpHe, CNUpaKku No To3M HaYMH A0CTbNA HA KUCNOpPOA A0

3anaJanTesnHoTo CpeacTBo.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeonoaudecku uHcmumym ¢ my3seli npu bAH)

The Fortress of Bdin on the Danube (modern-day Vidin, Bulgaria).

This is the most remote fortress, which Basil Il personally reached during his wars
against the Bulgarians. The town capitulated in 1002 after eight months resistance.
This was the longest siege conducted by the emperor himself. Even the Byzantine navy
participated: it released the lethal “Greek fire” toward the walls of the fortress. The
Bulgarian defenders ingeniously managed to extinguish the liquid incendiary by gath-
ering it into big jars, thus interrupting the oxygen flow and preventing the fire from
spreading.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)



,MHOT0 rpaoBu 6barapcku u yoexmiya“

(Cumeon Memacgppacm u Jlocomem)

“Many Bulgarian Kastra and Refuges”

(Symeon Metaphrastes and Logothete)

Kpenocrtra ,,LlapeBu kynu“ npu rpag Ctpymuua (Penyonuka MakeaoHus).

Cnep 6utkata npu c. Knioy Ctpymuua e oHasu TBbPAWHA, OKONO KOATO ce
cbCpefoToyaBar ouenenute 6barapcku BoMcKu. Tam Te ca peopraHuM3npaHu
OT npecrtonoHacnegHuka laspun Pagomup un ycnaear ga yCTPOAT 3acaja Ha
npecneaBalmuTe ru BU3aHTUMLWU. BUSAHTUNCKMAT BOEHAYaIHUK € YOUT JINYHO

ot [aBpun Pagomup.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH)

The Fortress “Carevi Kuli” near the Town of Strumica (FYROM).

This stronghold served as a refuge for the surviving Bulgarian troops after the
battle of Kleidion. There, they were assembled by the crown prince Gabriel Ra-
domir and managed to lay an ambush to the pursuing imperial army. The Byz-

antine general was killed by Gabriel Radomir himself.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

Koctyp (aH. Kactopusa, Mpuus) — naHopama M 4acT OT CpejHOBEKOBHAaTa LMTajena C OCTaHKM OT
YKpenjieHnaTa u ubpkBearta ,,boropoguua Kyoenuanku* (IX-X B.).

Mpe3 1017 r. umneparop Bacunuit Il npaBu onut pa 3aBnagee rpaaa, ,HO Kato pasbpan, ye e
HenpeB3emaem, ce otrernun®. BepoATHO e npeaaaeH npes3 1018 r. 3ae4HO € Apyru KpenocTtu. Torasa
MMnNepaTopbT BpeMeHHO CTaHyBa B HEro u Tam My l0BexAar abliepute Ha uap Camyun, KOUTo Hanaaar

npepanara ce 6'bJ1FapCKa LapuLa Mapml, JXeHaTa Ha uap WNBaH Bnagucnas.
(cHumku: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c my3seli npu bAH)

Kastoria (Greece) — Panoramic View and Sector of the Medieval Citadel with the Ruins of the Fortification
and the Church of the Virgin Koubelidiki (9th—-10th century).

In 1017 Basil Il attempted to conquer the kastron, but when he “realized that it was impregnable, he
left”. The town may have surrendered in 1018 with the majority of the remaining strongholds following
Basil II’s ultimate victory. At that moment, the emperor spent some time in Kastoria and the daughters
of Tsar Samuel were brought before him there. They attacked Maria, the wife of Tsar Ivan Vladislav

because she had surrendered to the advancing Basil Il.
(Photos: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

»/3BbHpeAHO yKpeneHaTa KpenocT MenHuK, uU3rpageHa Ha egHa
CKana v onacaHa OTBpej, CbC CTPbMHU U MHOIO AbNOOKM nponacTu®
(Vloan Ckunuya).

Cnep 6uTKata npu c. Knioy BU3aHTMiLUTE Ce OTTerNAT KbM MenHuK,
KbAeTO HaMupa ybexuuie OKOMHOTO ObArapCcKo HaceneHue u A

3aB/lagsaBar C XUTPOCT.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH)

“The extremely well-fortified stronghold of Melnik is built on a rock
and is surrounded on all sides by abrupt and profound precipices”
(John Skylitzes).

After their victory in Klyuch, the Byzantines headed to Melnik,
where the Bulgarian population from the vicinity had found ref-

uge, and they succeeded in seizing it with ruse.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)
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[lpunen — XbAMBT CbC CpeJHOBEKOBHATa KPenocT U maHacTupst,,CB. ApxaHren
Muxaun‘ B nogHoxuero my, Penyonuka MakegoHus.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym c my3eli npu bAH)

Prilep — the Hill with the Medieval Fortress and Saint Archangel Michael
Monastery at its Foot, FYROM.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

Kpenoctra MapkoBu Kynu ao rp. llpunen. B tasu Kpenoct yap Camyun Thpcu cnaceHue c nomouyta
Ha cuHa cu faBpun Pagomup cnep pasrpoma Ha Boickute my npu c. Knroy npes 1014 r.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu 6AH)

The Fortress of Markovi Kuli near Prilep. After the battle of Klyuch in 1014, it was in this fortress
that Tsar Samuel was taken to safety by his son Gabriel Radomir.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)
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B nemo 6504 (= 996 2. P. Xp.)
no4yuHa enuckon AHdpeli,

¢espyapu 17 oex

Crapo6bnrapcku kupuncku Hagnuc (T.Hap. BapowKku Hagnuc)
oT 996 . 32 CMbpTTa Ha enuckon AHapen. HamepeH Bbpxy
KoJiIoHa BbB Bapowkua maHacrup ,,CB. ApxaHren Muxaun
(no . UsaHos).

In the year 6504 (A.D. = 996)

Bishop Andrew died,

February, 17th (day)

An Old Bulgarian Cyrillic Inscription (so-called Varos inscrip- G - . _ |
tiOI:I) of 996. It attests to the death of Bishop Andrew. In- ==yt 0020200 e e oy F 'flﬁm‘ﬂ > "-““
scribed on a column in Varos Monastery of the Saint Archan- SR i g e =N sl B

MaHactup ,,CB. ApxaHren Muxaun“, B KOMTO e HamepeH T.Hap. BapowkKku Haagnuc.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu 6AH)

-] J'

Saint Archangel Michael Monastery in which the so-called Varo$ inscription was found.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)




Ipareguata B Knucypara
Knupauon (npu c. Kntoy) — 1014 T.

The Tragedy in the Pass of Kleidion
(Near the Village of Klyuch) — 1014

CamyunoBa Kpenocr
Samuel’s fortress

/ PALISADES
/ DITCH

/ WALLS
/ VALLUM

CxemMa Ha OTOpaHUTENIHUTE YKPEeNJIeHUA MeXkay niaHnHute benacuua u OrpaxkaeH (no I. Mumpes).

Ta3n otOpaHUTeNHA cUCTeMa BPEMEHHO CMUpa BM3aHTUMCKATA apMUA, HO 4YacT OT Hes
3a00MKaNA BUCOKATa NJIaHWHA M HA 29 H0/1IN 1014 T. HANaAa B rpb0 3awuTHuyuTe npu c. Kniou.
bbarapckara BoiicKa NnpeTbpnsaBa rofiiMo nopaxeHue. ,,MHo3nHa nagHanu youtu, a ouie no-
ronam 6poit nneHeHn. Camyun eaBa ycnsan aa ce cnacu ot rub6en ¢ NOMoLITa Ha CUHA CU, KOITO
cmenio oTONbCKBaN HanagawmTe. Toi ro Kaumn Ha KOH M ro OTBeJl B Kpenoctra, HapeyeHa
Mpunen. A umnepatopbT OC/Nenun nieHeHUTe 6bArapyM — OKOMO 15 000, KAKTO KasBaT — U
KaTo 3anoBsAjan BCAKa CTOTULA OcC/ieneHn aa 6baat BOAEHU OT eAMH eAHOOK, U3NpaTui ru
npu Camyun. A Toil, Kato rv BUAAN Aa UABAT B peAnUM U elHaKbB Opoii Xopa, He MoXan aa
U34bPXKM TOBA CTPajaHue Xpabpo u cnoKoiHo, a My NPU3NAN0, NPUYEPHANO U TOW NagHaN Ha
3emsTa. [lpucbcTBaLLMTE, KOUTO C€ MbY€EN a Bb3BbPHAT AULLIAHETO My C BoAa U 6n1aroBoHus,
ycnenu Manko aa ro cectar. Kato gowbn Ha cebe cu, nouckan ga nue cTygeHa Boaa, HO
Korato B3e/l U NuA, NOJIy4nn CbpAeyeH yaap u cnea aa aHu ympan (6 oktomBpu).“ (Moaw
Ckunuya). Pa3rpomst npu Kntoy 6un TexbK, HO He 1 pataneH, Tbid KaTo BOWHATa NpoabiXKaBsa
oLle uenu Y4eTupu roauHu.

Scheme of the Defensive System Between the two Mountains — Belasitsa and Ograzhden (source:
G. Mitrev).

This defensive system temporarily hindered the advance of the Byzantine troops. However,
some of them found a by-pass in the high mountains. On July 29th 1014 they attacked the Bul-
garian defenders in the rear, and inflicted on them a severe defeat. “Many [Bulgarians] fell
and many more were captured; Samuel barely escaped from danger with the aid of his son,
who fought against his attackers with courage. He placed his father on a horse, and took him
to the fortress known as Prilep. The Emperor blinded the Bulgarian captives — who are said to
have been around 15,000 — and he ordered for every one hundred of them to be led back to
Samuel by a one-eyed man. When [Samuel] saw the equal and ordered detachments return-
ing he could bear it nor with courage nor in peace, but was himself struck blind and fainted.
His companions who tried to get him breathing again with water and smelling salts, managed
to do so for a short time. Somewhat recovered, he asked for a sip of cold water. But as soon
as he drank, he had a heart attack and died two days later on October 6th” (John Skylitzes). Al-
though the defeat of Kleidion was disastrous for the Bulgarians, it was not annihilating as the
war continued four more years.
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PaitoHbT Ha CamyunnoBuTe yKpeneHus.

Llap Camynnceonutsaganonpeyn Ha BU3aHTUMNCKOTO
HacTbNaeHne KbM BbLTPELIHOCTTa Ha bbarapusa karo
n3gura YyKpenutenHa JIMHUA MeXAy MNNaHuHuUTe
OrpaxpeH un benacuua. CamyunoBara Kpenocr
e rnaBHaTta © onopHa TouKa. TA npeacraBnABana
3eMNeH0 yKpenneHue OT 3 KOHUEHTPUYHO pas-
NONOXeHU Basa C AbPBEHU nanucagu, Kyna u aBsa

poBa.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2udecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH)

The Area of Samuel’s Fortifications.

Tsar Samuel was seeking to impede the Byzantine
advance to inland Bulgaria by building a fortified
line between Ograzhden and Belasitsa mountains.
Its central bulwark was the so-called Samuel’s for-
tress, which comprised tree concentric valla with
palisades, a tower, and two ditches.

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Acad-
emy of Sciences)

Maket Ha CamyunoBata Kpenocr
(asmopu: L. Komumosa, apx. I'. Kmemos).
Model of the Samuel’s Fortress
(Authors: Ts. Komitova and architect G. Kmetov).
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Hi-ar'a Stadtutr: HAKYEW O EXHIHI0 ETABAEA

MuHuaTiopa B ABa perucrbpa: rope — umneparop Bacunumit Il pasobusa Borckute Ha uap Camyun;
pony — yap Camyun nocpeiya ocneneHute cM BOMHULK, cnej KOeTo ymupa. Bbpxy crpaHuuara B
ASACHO C YepBeHO MAcCTWJIO e HanpaBeHa Obarapckara 406aBKa KbM BU3aHTMICKATa XPOHUKaA. B Hes
ce cboOliaBa 3a BU3AHTMINCKMTe nobeaun u ocnensaBaHeTo Ha CamymioBuTe BOMHULM.

CpedHobbnzapcku npesod Ha MaHacuesama XpoHuka, N. 183v-184r, BamukaHcka Anocmonudecka 6ubnuomeka (no ¢pomomunHo
uzdaHue, AmuHa 2007)

Miniature in Two Registers: above — the Emperor Basil Il defeating Tsar Samuel’s troops; below - Tsar
Samuel dying at the sight of his blinded soldiers. On the right page of the manuscript could be seen
the Bulgarian supplement to the Byzantine chronicle written with red ink. It narrates the Byzantine
victories and the blinding of Samuel’s soldiers.
Middle Bulgarian Translation of the Chronicle of Manasses, f. 183v-184r. Vatican Apostolic Library (facsimile edition, Athens 2007)



NocneaHu roguHu (1014-1018)

The Last Years (1014-1018)

Kpenocrtra Merpuck (c. Netpec, ®nopuxa, Mpuua), B panoHa Ha koaTo Uean Bnaagucnas yousa uap faspun
Papomup npe3 1015 r.

Cnep cmbptra Ha uap Camyun Bnactrta Hag 6barapute noema cuHbsT my laBpun Pagomup, ,,KOUTO
HagMWHaBan 6alla cu No Moy U CUNa, Ho Aasiey My OTCTbNBAJ N0 MbAPOCT U pa3yM... Ho He usnbaHun
W efHa roamHa u 6un yourt Kato otuan Ha oB oT AapoHoBus cuH iBaH Bnaaucnae, KOroto caMuUAT Toi

O6un cnacun oT CMBbPT...“.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uydecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH)

Petrisk Fortress (Petres Village, Florina, Greece). Tsar Gabriel Radomir was killed nearby by John Vladislav
in 1015.

After the death of Tsar Samuel, the Bulgarians were ruled by his son Gabriel Radomir, “who surpassed
his father in power and force, but could not measure up with him in terms of reason and wisdom....
Spending less than a year on the throne, he got killed while going on a hunt by Aaron’s son John

Vladislav. The latter’s life had been saved earlier by Gabriel...”
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Science)

NMnanunata Tomop, AnGaHus
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2udecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH).

Cb3panara ce cUTyauusa JaBa NpeBec Ha OHe3U 6bArapcKku cpean, KOMTO Ca CKNOHHU
Aa ce npejaaar Ha umnepartopa. Cpeg Tax ca M oBfoBAnara 6barapcka uapuua
Mapus, natpuapx JaBug 1 noBeyeTo ynpaBuTenn Ha Kpenoctu. bopb6ara Bbnpeku
BCMYKO NpoabnXKaBa. TA e ornaBeHa OT npecrtosioHacneaHuka KHA3 [pecuaH Il u
ABamara My 6patsa AnycusiH u AapoH, KOMTO ce OTTernAT B nnaHuHata Tomop. TaxHata
CbNpPoOTUBA e CNOMeHa efiBa npe3 aBrycr 1018 r. lMocnegHuar npepan ce rpag e Cpem

(aH. Cpemcka MutpoBuua, Cbpous).
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KpenoctHute cteHu Ha cpegHOBeKOBHUA rpaa Apau (aH. Aypbc, AnbaHus).

ToBa nopeaHo youiicteo B CamMynmnoBusa poj oTBapsA NbTA Ha HOBU AMHACTUYHM pa3npu, npeaaresicTBa
N paseguHeHue. 3acCUNeHUAT NapTUKyNapu3bM, Cb4eTaH C U3TOLLLEHUETO OT AbJITMTe BOEHHU FOAUHMU,
nuncara Ha nepcneKTuea npepj ysennyasawma ce HAaTUCK OT CTpaHa Ha Bacunun I, Konto cbepe-
[OTOYaBa OrPOMHUA MNOTEHUMAN Ha umnepuAata cpeuly bbarapua, nocteneHHO JoBeXaar A0 cepus
BOEHHM 3aryou.

Mpe3 ¢eBpyapu 1018 r. umneparopbT Ha BusaHTua nonyyaBa uM3HeHaaBalarta BecT, ye uap MBaH

Bnaaucnas, Konto npoab/iKaBa ia BOAU aKTUBHU NleNCTBUA, € 3aruHan npu 06cap,a Ha ﬂ,paq.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeonoaudecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH)

The Ramparts of the Medieval Town of Dyrrachion (modern-day Durrés, Albania).

Yet another murder in Samuel’s family led to new dynastic fights, betrayals and separations. The grow-
ing particularism accompanied by exhaustion from long periods of warfare, and the lack of confidence
in any kind of future state development due to the increasing pressure by Basil Il, who mobilized the
enormous imperial resources, gradually led to a series of military defeats.

In February 1018, the Byzantine Emperor received surprising news that Tsar John Vladislav, who had
not ceased with his military enterprises against Byzantium, had perished during the siege of Dyrra-

chion.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Science)

Tomorr Mountain, Albania
(photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences).

The resulting situation pleased those Bulgarians, who were inclined to surrender
to the emperor. Among them were the widowed Bulgarian Tsaritsa Maria, Patriarch
David and the majority of the fortress governors. Nevertheless, the fight continued.
It was led by the successor to the throne, kniaz Presian Il and his two brothers Alou-
sianos and Aaron. They retired to Tomorr Mountain. Their resistance was crushed
only in August 1018. The last surrendered city was Srem (modern-day Sremska Mi-
tovica, Serbia).

NoacrpureaHeTo Ha KHA3 lpecuat Il 3a moHax.

Muruamiopa om Madpudckus npenuc Ha xpoHukama Ha Moar Ckunuua, /1. 203V, UcnaHcka HayuoHaaHa
6ubnuomeka (no pomomunHo uzdaHue, AmuHa 2000)

Cnep 3anaBsaHetro My KHA3 lpecuaH |l e Ha3HayeH 3a cTparer Ha Tema
BykenapuoH B Mana A3sus. [lo-KbCHO TOM y4acTBa B iBa 3arosopa cpewty
umneparopute KoHcraHtuHVIllu Pomad Il Aprup. lbpBua nsre nowageH,
HO BTOPUA € HaKa3aH Cc ocnensABaHe U e 3aMmOHalleH npes 1030 T.

Tonsure of Kniaz Presian Il.
Miniature from the Madrid Skylitzes, f. 203v, Spanish National Library (facsimile edition, Athens 2000)

After Kniaz Presian Il had been captured, he was appointed as a strat-
egos of the theme of Boukelarion in Asia Minor. He became involved in
two plots against the emperors Constantine VIII and Romanos Il Argiri-
on. He was spared the first time, but the second time he was blinded and
tonsured in 1030.



ba3sunukara,,CB. Axun® — pogosa
rpooHuua Ha yap Camyun

The Basilica of Agios Achilleios:
Dynastic Tomb of Tsar Samuel

S HOxKHMAT Kopab Ha 6a3unukara ,,CB. Axun“ (Mpecna). B Hero e oTKpuTa
: . peauua ot Yyetupu rpoda. C usknioueHue Ha rpo6 3, octaHanure ca 6unu
ST oTBOpeHM ouje npe3 CpeaHoBekoBueto. lpeanonara ce, Ye BCUYKM ca
| npuHagnexanu Ha Camyunosus poa:

1) [po6 Ha uap UBaH Bnagucnas, norpebaH cnes cMbpTTa My Npu
Apau (1018 r.). 3aeAHO C OCTAaHKUTE OT CKeNeTa B capkodara ca OTKpUTK
¢ uHu 3naTHU nUcTa.

2) [po6 Ha KHa3 UBaH Bnagumup, Kouto e yout npe3 1015 r. Ha
U3Nn3aHe OT WbpKBaTa 1 norpebaH B Hes. HacKkopo cnep ToBa TNeHHUTe
My OCTaHKM ca NpeHeceHu oT cbnpyrata My Mupocnaea B poaoBUTE UM
BNajeHuA.
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h: s sh 78 ; b s i 3 £ i o D &, 3) [po6 Ha uap Camymn. OcHoBaHMA 3a mAeHTUdMKaUUATA ca:
L RS v o0 O . ' MeCTONoN0XKeHNeTo Ha rpo6a; opopMAHETO My B CnelnanHa apKupaHa
HUILA; NonaraHeTo Ha TANOTO B CKbNAa KOMPWUHEHa TbKaH CbC 31aTHa
6poaepua n 6orata opHameHTauuaA; OTKPUTUTE Y4acTU OT MHOTO (pUHO
nneTeHa PW3HULA; aHTPONONOrMYHWUTE AaHHW (Bb3pacT, apmeHoum,
Cnefu OT HapaHABaHWA — JaHHW, KOUTO CbBNAJaT CbC CBUAETENCTBATA
Ha Cpe/IHOBEKOBHUTE XPOHNKHN).

4) TIpo6HauaplaspunPagomup, B KONTO NO-KbCHO CanorpedaHu u
Aeuara my. OTKpUTK ca OCTaHKU OT 06e306pa3eH MbXKKU CKeNneT U MHOIo
AETCKN Koctu. To3m rpo6 e 3maaH ¢ KaMbHM, 3@ pa3/iuKa OT ApyruTe,
KOMTO ca 0popMeHU C ronemMm nnoyu. [lHec e NoYTH HaNbJIHO Ppa3pylLeH.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH)

The South Nave of the Basilica of Agios Achilleios (Prespa). Four Sar-
cophagi were discovered there. Apart from Tomb 3, the rest were already
opened in the Middle Ages. It is supposed that all of them belonged to
the dynasty of Tsar Samuel:

1) Tomb of Tsar John Vladislav, buried after his death in Dyrra-
chion in 1018. Delicate golden leaves are found along with the remains
of his skeleton.

2) Tomb of Kniaz John Vladimir, who was killed in 1015 while ex-
iting the church and was eventually buried in it. Soon afterwards, his
remains were transferred by his wife Miroslava to their dynastic lands.

3) Tomb of Tsar Samuel. This is evidenced by the location of the
tomb, its shaping in a special arched niche, the laying of the body in a
precious silk textile with golden embroidery and rich ornamentation,
the delicate chain-armour, and the anthropological data (his age, Ar-
menoid race, traces of injuries which correspond to the testimonies giv-
en in medieval chronicles).

4) Tomb of Tsar Gabriel Radomir in which his children were buried
later on. Remains of a mutilated male skeleton were found as well as
many children’s bones. This tomb is built with stones unlike the others,
which are made of big slabs. Nowadays, it is almost entirely ruined.
(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

[pahnmyHa pPEKOHCTPYKUMA Ha peauuata OT 4YeTupute
capkodara. To3u Ha uap Camyun e cneLyuanHo nonoxeH
B HalN-MOHYMEHTaJIHO 0(OpPMEeHUA APKOCONUN (no H.
Myuyonynoc).

Graphical Restoration of the Four Sarcophagi. Tsar Samu- L
el’s one is purposefully placed in the most monumentally )
formed arcosolium (source: N. Moutsopoulos). L

L
1

CKenetur Ha uap Camyun npu OTKPMBAHETO MY (no H. Myyonynoc). 1) CrbHaTa TbKaH CbC 3/1aTHN HULLKMW.
2) HenpaBuaHO 3apacHano cyynBaHe Ha NABaTa pbKa. 3) OCTaHKU OT u3AWHO M3paboTeHa nyeTeHa
pusHuua. 4) Bb3rnaBue ot Kepemuaa. AHTPONONOrMYECKOTO M3C/eABaHe Ha CKeneta pasKpuBa, ye
norpe6aHuaT e 6un BMCoK okono 1,55 m u e nounHan Ha okono 70-roguiiHa Bb3pact. Koctute Ha nsaBata
My pbKa Ca HenpaBUJIHO 3apaCHanu cyej HeleKyBaHO CYynBaHe, NoJy4eHo BepoATHO B GuTKarta npwm p.
Cnepxei. Yentoctra oT nABata My CTpaHa Cblli0 € HapaHeHa, KOeTo e 3aTpPyAHABAaJI0 XpaHeHeTo Ha LapA
B NpoAbJ/IXKeHUe Ha roAuHMU.

Bb3cTraHOBKa Ha 31aTO0TbKaHaTa KONpUHEHa Tsar Samuel’s Skeleton at the Time of its Discovery (source: N. Moutsopoulos). 1)The folded textile with

nnaweHnMuya ¢ nanaranu, OTKpUTa BbpXy golden fibres; 2) The incorrectly healed fracture on his left hand; 3) Remains of a finely crafted chain-
cKeneta Ha uap Camyun (no H. Myyonynoc). mail; 4) A brick cushion. The anthropological analysis reveals that the buried man was about 1.55 m tall

and died around the age of 70. The bones of his left hand had not healed correctly due to an improperly
A Reconstruction of the Silk Shroud Found treated fracture that probably resulted from the battle of the Sperheios River. The left part of the jaw was
Covering the Skeleton of Tsar Samuel. It also injured which made it difficult and painful for the tsar to feed himself for years.

was woven with gold fibres and decorated
with parrots (source: N. Moutsoupoulos).
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The Dynasty of Samuel in the
Historical Memory of the Bulgarians /7 #=« "
St. David - Tsar, Monk and Bulgarian Saint = ’,,,»;f; i =

[aBug e Hail-ronemusaT 6par Ha uap Camyun. Makap u 3aruHan ouwe B
HayanoTo Ha BOMHATa, KO/IEKTMBHATa NameT My OTpexaa NOYeTHO MACTO B
cnomeHa 3a Komutonynute. EAMHCTBEH TOW OT YeTupumara 6partsa nonyvaBa
HapoAHa KaHOHM3aLuA, Bb3NpueTa u OT LbpKBarta, KOATO YeCcTBa NameTTa My
Ha 26 HU. KynTbT KbM Hero ce rybu Hasag BbB BeKoBeTe. Hama 3ana3eHo
CpeAHOBEKOBHO XWUTUe Ha cBeTeua. 3aeAHO C Bb3poAeHUA CMOMeH 3a
6barapckara agbpxasHoct npe3 XVIII u XIX B. ce pa3BuBa M NOYUTAHETO Ha
[laBup Karto uap, moHax u ceetel,. TaKbB HU Mo NpeACTaBAT MOMEHULUTE Ha
6barapckuTe uape, Bb3poXaeHCcKaTa uctopuorpadua u xusonuc. Cpewa
ce B MHOFO U 3Ha4uMM OBArapCcKU XpamoBe OT TO3U Nepuoj, KbAeTo e
npeacTaBeH KaTo MOHaX, KakKTo B 3orpadckua n TpoAHCKMA MaHacTup, B
meTtoxa Opnuua Ha Punckua maHactup, B benbosara ubpKksa B CamMOKOB, B
ubpkKBara,,Cs. Ceamouncnennumn® B Codpusa, B ubpksure ,,Ce. Cnac*“ B Crapo
ceno (MepHuwko) u c. JloseH (Cocuiicko) un ap. NpucbcTBa HEM3MEHHO B
LLAPCKO-MOHALLIECKN KOHTEKCT B M300pasuTenHua peneproap Ha 3axapw
3orpad, Hukona O6pasonucoB u apyrute npeacraButenn Ha CaMoKoBCKara
lKona.

David is Tsar Samuel’s eldest brother. Although he died at the very begin-
ning of the war, he holds a special place in the collective memory of the g J |
Kometopouloi. He was the only one of the four brothers to be canonized by [ A . ___‘__________:_zﬁ
the people and accepted by the Church. His memory is celebrated on June
26th. The traces of his cult have melt throughout the centuries. There is no
presgrved medieval Life of the saint. TI:le cult of David as a tsar, a monk and rpasiopa of CrematorpaduaTa Ha Xpuctodpop Hedbaposuy
a saln.t develqped along with .the revived memory.of.the Bu.lgarlan statfe- (1741 r.). CB. [laBUA AbPKN B PbKATa CU CBUTBK, Ha KOWTO Ca
hood in the eighteenth and nineteenth century. This image is reflected in M3NMCaHN AyMuTe Ha XpUCTOC ,,BCAKO LLAPCTBO, pasaeneHo
the beadrolls of the Bulgarian tsars, and the historiography and art of the Ha yacTu egHa NPoTUB Apyra, 3anyctasa® (Nlyka 11:17).
Revival Period. Saint David is represented as a monk in many important Bul- (pomomuntio uzdarue, Hosu Cad, 1961)

garian churches from this period such as Zograf Monastery, Troyan Monas-

tery, the Orlica Metochion of Rila Monastery, Belio Church in Samokov, St~ Theearliestdepiction of St. TsarDavid, the Bulgarianinanen-
Spas Churches in Staro Selo (Pernik district) and in Lozen (Sofia district), ~ Sraving from the Stematography of Christophor .Zh’efarowc
or St. Sedmochislenitsi Church in Sofia. His figure is frequently presentin a (1 741).' St. .D“awd |Is(s.ho(ljdmg da. S.;m(:l on V.Vh'd? Chl;'St.ﬁ \ll:vords
royal-monastic context in the art of Zahari Zograf, Nikola Obrazopisov and ?nr: dvxrélt_tlﬁ?é 1:{113/7)mg om divided against itse{f will be ru-
the other representatives of the Samokov School of Art. e

(Facsimile edition, Novi Sad, 1961)

Hait-paHHoTO U306pakeHue Ha CB. uap [laBua bbarapcku B
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Cs. [laBua, ubpksara,,CB. cB. [letbp u lNaBen” B metoxa Opnuua Ha Punckua maHacrup, 1863 r.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyvecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu bAH)

Saint David Represented in St. Peter and St. Paul Church in Orlica Metochion, Rila Monastery, Bulgaria (1863).

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

|

Cs. laBug, ubpksara,,CB. [eopru“ B c. JlozeH, 1874 r.
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu 6AH)

Saint David in St. George Church in Lozen Village, Sofia
District, Bulgaria (1874).

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences)

Ce. [Jasug u cB. WUBaH Bnagumup, benboBa ubpKBa ,,PoXKaecreo
boropoanyHo*, CamokoB, 1869 .
(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym ¢ my3eli npu 6AH)

Saint David and Saint John Vladimir in Belio Church “Nativity of the
Virgin”, Samokov, Bulgaria (1869).

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)



CamyunoBuAar poj B

Ob/rapckara uctopmyecka namet

CB. Be/IMKOMDbYEHUK
WBaH Bnagumup KHA3 ObArapcKm

The Dynasty of Samuel in the

Historical Memory of the Bulgarians
St. Martyr John Vladimir, Kniaz of the Bulgarians

WBaH Bnagumup e KHA3 Ha [Aykna (YepHa ropa). Mpu noxoaa Ha
uap Camymn KbM AApMaTMYECKOTO Kpainbpexue npes 997-998 T.,
Toi e nneHeH. ABTopbT Ha JyknaHckara netonuc (XIl B.) e octaBun
POMaHTUYEH pa3Kas 3a AMHACTUYHUA OpaK Mexay OoTauyaBalWuA ce
CbC CBOA npasejeH xusot lBaH Bnagumup n Camyunosara ablieps
Kocapa Teogopa. Kato uapcku 3eT To e Bb3CTaHOBEH BbB BNajeHuATa
cu, NnpeMuHanu nog 6bnrapcka Bnact. Cutyaumata ce NpomeHs ciej
ybuiictBoto Ha uap NaBpun Pagomup. UBaH Bnagumnp e M3BMKaH B
ctonuuara lpecna, KbAETO € NocevyeH npej Bpatute Ha 6a3unuKara
»CB. AXun“ u e norpebaH B Hed. [lopaau yyaecara, KOUTO ce cly4YBar
OK0J10 Herosute moluu, uap MeaH Bnagucnas paspewasa Ha Kocapa
Aa B3eMe T/IEHHUTEe OCTaHKM Ha cbnpyra cM U Aa ru norpebe BbB
dbamunuute my BnageHua. Ot Xl B. A0 HALWK AHN KYNTLT KbM Hero e
LUMPOKO pa3npocTpaHeH cpes 6ankaHckute XxpuctuaHu. NoagobHo Ha
uap [aBua, HeroBUAT o6pas3 BAu3a TpalHO B Gbarapckarta XUBOMUC
npe3 Bb3pargaHeTo, KbAeTo TOM HaW-4eCcTo e MnpeAcTaBeH Kato
6barapcku uyap. Tasu Tpaguuma aatupa oT CpeagHOBEKOBUETO, KAKTO
MOXe Aa ce cbau oT CuHoauKa Ha uap bopun (1211 r.), KbaeTo Tol e
cnomeHar cpea 6bnrapckuTe uape.
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Mo-paaka nkoHorpacgua Ha c¢B. UBaH Bnagumup,

. , , KOMTO He AbPXXKM oTceyeHaTa cu raBa. LibpkBarta
John Vladimir was the Kniaz of Duklja (modern Montenegro). He was ,CB. Hukonain®, Wenuau, An6anus (1625 r.).

captured during Tsar Samuel’s march towards the Adriatic coast in  (,uu«a: Paruya Pycesa)
997—998. The author of the twelfth-century Duklja Chronicle has left
a romantic story of the dynastic marriage between John Vladimir dis-
tinguished for his righteous life, and Samuel’s daughter Kosara Theo-
dora. As a son-in-law of Samuel, his rule was restored in his lands
that were annexed to Bulgaria. The situation changed after the mur-
der of Tsar Gabriel Radomir. John Vladimir was deceived into coming
to the capital of Prespa where he was beheaded in front of the doors
of Agios Achilleios Church, and was buried there. Due to the miracles
happening around his relics, John Vladislav allowed Kosara to take the : TR
mortal remains of her husband and to bury them somewhere under- R e s s
neath his family lands. From the eleventh century, the cult of John Vlad- (
imir spread widely among the Balkan Christians. Like Tsar David, John
Vladimir’s figure permanently entered the Bulgarian art of the Revival
Period where he was presented as a Bulgarian tsar. This tradition dates
back to the Middle Ages as implied by the Synodic of Tsar Boril from
1211 where John Vladislav is mentioned among the Bulgarian tsars.

A rarer iconography of Saint John Vladimir, who
does not carry his cut head, St Nicholas Church in
Shelcan, Albania (1625).

(Photo: Ralitsa Ruseva)
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YXuTtnitHa ukoHa Ha cB. UBaH Bnagumup. Manactup ,,Ce. boropoauua“ B Apaenuua, An6avua (1739 r.).
(no EszeHus [lpakonyny 2006)

Icon of Saint John Vladimir with Scenes from his Life. The Monastery of the Virgin in Ardenitsa, Albania
(1739).

(Source: Evgenia Drakopoulou, 2006)
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Ce. UBaH Bnagumup uap bwbarapcku. CreHonuc or Hukona OOGpasonucoB, JIO3eHCKU MaAHaACTUP
,»CB. Cnac*, 1869 r.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeonoaudecku uHcmumym ¢ my3seli npu bAH)
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Saint John Vladimir, the Bulgarian Tsar. Mural Painting by Nikola Obrazopisov in St. Spas church of the
Monastery of Lozen, Sofia district, Bulgaria (1869).

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Museum, Bulgarian Academy of Science)
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Manactupst ,,lun Wow* (Ce. WUsaw)
po rp. EnbacaH, An6aHua. B Hero
ca CbXpaHABaHU MoLUUTE Ha CB.
Woan Bnaaumup no 1944 r. [lHec ca
npeHeceHu B TupaHa.

(cHumka: HayuoHaneH apxeono2uyecku uHcmumym ¢
my3eli npu bAH)

Cs. UBaH Bnagumup. LUbpksa ,,CB.

Shén Gjon Monastery (Saint John) near
bnaroBewenue“, Ko3zape, An6aHus

Elbasan, Albania. There, the relics of

Saint John Vladimir were kept until i :’_ (1806 r.).

1944. Today, they are in Tirana. . (cHumka: Panuya I.Dya.esa)

(Photo: National Institute of Archaeology with Muse- i B St. John Vladimir. Churh of the Annun-
um, Bulgarian Academy of Science) e i & g ciation in Kozare, Albania (1806).
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